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Foreword 
Ensuring high levels of safety in the European offshore oil and gas industry is of 
paramount importance to the European Commission and to the Member States. To this 
purpose, Directive 2013/30/EU (also known as Offshore Safety Directive) introduced new 
safety requirements, and imposed additional duties on both the offshore industry and EU 
regulators. 
In particular, Article 29 of Directive 2013/30/EU requires Member States to prepare, in 
cooperation with the relevant operators or owners and, as appropriate, licensees and the 
competent authority, external emergency response plans covering all offshore oil and gas 
installations or connected infrastructure and potentially affected areas within their 
jurisdiction. 
Effective response to emergency situations resulting from major accidents requires 
immediate action and systematic and planned cooperation between oil and gas operators 
and the Member States' emergency response organisations, and with neighbouring 
countries. 
Effective and efficient cooperation shall be attained through measures for the 
achievement of high levels of compatibility and interoperability of emergency response 
assets, i.e. equipment and expertise, and the coordination of additional emergency 
response resources by Member States' response organisations as the situation evolves. 
Emergency response and planning should also make use of the existing resources and 
assistance available from within the Union, in particular through the European Maritime 
Safety Agency (EMSA). 
The workshop on External Emergency Response Planning – supported by the European 
Commission's Directorate-General for Energy (DG ENER) – was jointly organised 
by DG Joint Research Centre (JRC) and the Italian Ministry of Economic 
Development (Directorate General for Safety of Mining and Energy Activities – National 
Mining Office for Hydrocarbons and Geo-resources) in collaboration with the Italian 
Coast Guard.  
The event was the first workshop to be held under the Virtual Centre of Offshore Safety 
Expertise, and it covered one of the topics of primary interest to the Member States to 
guarantee high levels of safety and environmental protection in the EU waters. 
The workshop was held on April 5th-7th April, 2017 at the premises of the Italian Coast 
Guard in Ravenna, Italy.  
Sixty-eight (68) members of the offshore oil and gas community participated to the 
event, in particular: 
 Representatives from sixteen (16) EU Member States, Norway, and the 
Commission; 
 Representatives from the offshore industry (ENI, Saipem , Total, OVM Petrom, 
EDINA, Inagip); 
 Representatives from the Industrial Associations (IADC, IOGP) and the Unions 
(IndustriAll Europe); 
 Representatives from international agencies (EMSA, REMPEC); 
 Representatives from Italian Academia (Universities of Bologna and Ferrara). 
3 
Member State delegates were representative of all EU offshore waters, i.e. Atlantic 
Ocean, Adriatic Sea, Baltic Sea, Black Sea, and East Mediterranean area. The complete 
list of participants can be found in Annex I. 
The workshop was organised with the purposes of: 
 Facilitating information sharing on the current arrangements and practices 
followed by the Member States concerning External Emergency Response Planning 
(EERP), including their strategies for intervention and coordination of operations 
and resources between MS, neighbouring countries and the offshore industry; 
 Helping MS Authorities understand the different aspects to be considered and the 
challenges encountered in the execution of EERPs, and to feed them with new 
ideas on the possible improvement of their plans; 
 Strengthening MS collaboration to improve the level of emergency preparedness; 
 Discussing the role of the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) in assisting 
MS with the preparation and execution of their plans (as per Article 10 of Directive 
2013/30/EU). 
The workshop combined sets of presentations and group exercises, followed by a plenary 
discussion to stimulate exchange of ideas. The agenda of the workshop is provided in the 
following section. 
The first day (April 5th) was dedicated to the approaches adopted in different Member 
States (Italy, the Netherlands, and United Kingdom) and Norway to address External 
Emergency Response Planning, including the definition of roles and responsibilities, 
arrangements for coordinating resources, and challenges encountered by regulators.  
The role of the industry in emergency planning and response was also discussed, i.e. 
ENI's management system, OSRL collaboration with national authorities, and IADC 
guidelines and step-by-step description of the Elgin incident. 
During the first group exercise (organised by UK BEIS), participants were asked to 
provide answers to a number of questions related to various aspects of EERPs, thus 
highlighting the most challenging aspects of EERPs, and discussing past experiences, 
difficulties encountered, lessons learned, and new ideas to improve the preparation of 
External Emergency Response Plans. 
The second day (April 6th) opened with presentations on technological innovations for 
emergency scenarios developed by Academia (University of Ferrara) and the Industry 
(Saipem, CREA).  
The following sessions focused on the strategies for intervention and coordination in case 
of a major accident among the Member States and neighbouring countries (Italy, 
Norway, United Kingdom, Israel), and the activities of the Regional Marine Pollution 
Emergency Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC) and the European Maritime 
Safety Agency (EMSA). 
For the second (and third) exercise, participants were grouped based on their regional 
provenance (i.e. Atlantic Ocean, Adriatic Sea, Baltic Sea, Black Sea and East Med). The 
exercise aimed at stimulating discussions on how to best address all aspects which need 
to be in place should an accident occur, starting from an event which took place in the 
UK. It also aimed at strengthening collaboration among the Member States and between 
Member States and neighbouring countries. 
4 
Participants discussed the most urgent and relevant aspects to be addressed in case of a 
major accident, in order to put in place an efficient and effective response – particularly 
in case of events which may potentially affect neighbouring countries. 
The purpose of the final group exercise was to foster the preparation of national and 
regional offshore emergency response plans in countries and regions where these are not 
yet well-established. The exercise was held at the conclusion of the workshop in order to 
encourage application of the experience shared and knowledge gathered through the 
presentations and previous exercises, regarding the content and preparation of 
emergency response plans, as well as the relevant available tools, services and 
instruments. 
On the morning of April 7th, the Italian Coast Guard – in collaboration with ENI and 
Saipem – offered a demonstration of the emergency response procedures adopted in 
Italy should an offshore accident occur. 
The objectives of the workshop were fully achieved. The JRC launched a survey just after 
the event and the feedback received from participants was excellent. 
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Agenda of the workshop 
 
1stDay: 5th April 2017  
8:30 Transfer from Hotel Galletti Abbiosi to Porto Corsini (Coast Guard Premises) 
09:00-09:20 Registration 
Welcome and opening of the Workshop  
09:20-09:25 Welcome by the European Commission (A. Papandreou, DG ENER) 
09:25-09:35 Welcome by the Italian Coast Guard (P. Ruberto) 
09:35-09:45 Opening speech by the President of the Committee for Safety of Offshore Operations -
Italian Competent Authority (E.Mesini) 
09:45-09:50 Objectives and structure of the workshop (Stefano Tarantola, DG JRC) 
PART 1. SETTING UP AN EXTERNAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 
SESSION I – Setting up an External Emergency Response Plan: Requirements of 
Directive 2013/30/EU and approaches from National Authorities (Chair Wendy Kennedy, 
BEIS - UK) 
9:50-10:05 The requirements of Directive 2013/30/EU (Anastasios Papandreou – DG ENER) 
10:05-10:35 Italian planning - the response to marine pollution (Roberto Cianella - MISE and 
Tommaso Pisino -Italian Coast Guard) 
10:35-11:05 EERP approach in the Netherlands (Vincent Claessens-SSM & Jan Kool - Maritime ER 
Unit) 
11:05 -11:25 Coffee/Tea break 
11:25-11:55 The UK National contingency plan (Hugh Shaw, MCGA UK and Jonathan Milne, BEIS 
UK) 
11:55-12:35 Discussion 
12:35- 13:50 Lunch break (buffet) 
SESSION I (cont’d) –Setting up an External Emergency Response Plan: Requirements of 
Directive 2013/30/EU and approaches from National Authorities 
13:50-14:20 Overview of the Norwegian Approach (Bryn Aril Kalberg, PSA-NO) 
14:20-14:35 Discussion 
SESSION II – The relationship between Internal and External Emergency Response 
Plans: the role of the Industry (Chair Antonino Caliri, MISE - IT) 
14:35 – 14:55 ENI’s Emergency Response Management System (M. Buffagni, A. Ligrone, ENI) 
14:55 – 15:20 Industry and Government Working Together: The role of the industry in emergency 
response planning (Robert James, OSRL UK) 
15:20 – 15:45 IADC Guidelines and Cooperation with the National Authorities and the Elgin Incident 
(Jens Hoffmark, IADC) 
15:45 – 16:00 Discussion 
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SESSION III - Challenges for Regulators in the preparation and execution of their 
External ERPs  
16:00-18:00 First group Exercise, followed by Plenary Discussion (Organizer MCGA and BEIS, UK) 
(including Coffee/Tea break) 
Conclusions 
18:00-18:15   Wrap-up session and conclusions 
 
18:15 – Transfer to Ravenna (Hotel Galletti Abbiosi) 
20:15 – Gala Dinner (offered by JRC) 
 
2ndDay: 6th April 2017  
8:00 Transfer from Hotel Galletti Abbiosi to Porto Corsini (Coast Guard Premises) 
PART 2. PRACTICAL CHALLENGES IN THE EXECUTION OF AN EXTERNAL ERP 
SESSION IV – Technological innovation for emergency scenarios (Art.29.4) (Chair 
Stefano Tarantola, JRC) 
08:30 – 08:50 Oil Spill Response: two feasibility studies for recovery and monitoring (P.Allara & 
S.Bomben, SAIPEM) 
08:50- 09:05 The use of mini-unmanned air vehicles for offshore surveillance and  monitoring (P. 
Russo –University of Ferrara, R. Nicolucci -Techno HSE) 
09:05-09:25 Offshore emergency: Lessons learnt & State of the art (CREA – G. Mangiapane) 
09:25 - 09:45 Discussion  
SESSION V – The European Maritime Safety Agency (Chair Joerg Koehli, DG ENER) 
09:45 -10:05 The activities of the European Maritime Safety Agency (Frédéric Hébert) 
10:05-10:20 Questions and answers 
10:20-10:40 Coffee/Tea break 
SESSION VI - Strategies for intervention and coordination in case of a major accident 
(Chair V. Claessens, SSM - NL) 
10:40-11:00 Italian Strategies for intervention and coordination (V. Pagotto, F.Borriello – Italian 
Coast Guard) 
11:00-11:30 Intervention and coordination in case of a major accident in the UK (Hugh Shaw - 
MCGA UK) 
11:30-12:00 Emergency Preparedness offshore Norway (Bryn Aril Kalberg, PSA NO) 
12:00-12:30 Discussion 
12:30-13:30 Lunch break (buffet)  
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PART 3. COOPERATION BETWEEN MEMBER STATES AND NEIGHBOURING 
COUNTRIES 
SESSION VII – Strengthening the collaboration in the EU and beyond (Anastasios 
Papandreou, DG ENER) 
13:30 – 14:00 The activities of REMPEC (M. Smaoui, REMPEC) 
14:00 – 14:30 Eastern Med Preparedness and Response for Marine Oil Pollution: current situation 
and future activities (Yoav Ratner- Israeli Ministry of Environmental Protection) 
14:30 – 14:50 Discussion 
SESSION VIII – EERP Implementation: Strengthening Collaboration 
14:50 - 16:50 Second Group Exercise, followed by Plenary Discussion (Organizer BEIS and MCGA, 
UK) 
(including Coffee/Tea break) 
SESSION IX – EERP Preparation: Further developing region specific plans 
16:50 - 18:20 Third group Exercise, followed by Plenary Discussion (Organizer DG ENER) 
Conclusions 
18:20-18:30 Wrap-up session and workshop conclusions 
18:30 Transfer to Ravenna (Hotel Galletti Abbiosi) 
 
3rdDay: 7th April 2017  
8:00 Transfer from Hotel Galletti Abbiosi to Porto Corsini (Coast Guard Premises) 
08:30-09:00 Briefing for the demonstration (Coast Guard personnel) 
09:00-12:00 Offshore Demonstration on board of the vessel 
12:00-12:45 Light Lunch 
12:45 -13:15 De-briefing and conclusions  
13:15 Transfer to Bologna Airport and/or Bologna Railway Station  
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Workshop presentations 
All of the presentations provided at the workshop on External Emergency Response 
Planning are provided in the following sections. 
Presentations are displayed below in compliance with the schedule of the event. 
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